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Dear Friends & Partners,
 
In reflecting on the past year, I want to share my deep appreciation for your support of
Elevate Youth. Author and activist Richard Louv says,“Time in nature is not leisure time; it’s an
essential investment in our children’s health,” and together we are working to ensure more
youth have a bright and healthy future. The work we do is only possible with encouragement
from champions like you.
 
Here are some highlights from this year:    
 
- We served 270 youth regularly in the outdoors with over 70 caring adult role models
- We ran 84 outdoor outings with 25 enrichment programs
- We expanded to 5 youth organization partners and 2 school partners
- More than 80% of the youth we served this year are youth of color
 
Our partners have truly seen the impact Elevate Youth is having on kids. They have observed
that young people who participate in our programs are showing a greater appreciation for
the outdoors, a propensity to try new things, a sense of comfort with themselves, and an
outward pride in belonging to Elevate Youth. Our youth inspire us every day, and we are
grateful for the opportunity to share all the benefits that come from spending time in
nature.  
 
We hope you all get to spend some time to get outside and share this sentiment from one of
our young people, “I love how I feel in the embrace of nature.” 
 
Thank you for all that you do,
 
 
 
Alec Griswold
Founder & Executive Director
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Our mission is to empower youth from undeserved
communities through regular outdoor experiences and

positive adult role models.

Our vision is to break down barriers of access to nature for urban
youth. We are not aiming to offer one-time help and get out; rather we

intend to inspire the next generation of environmental stewards by
providing consistent experiences in nature & sparking a lifelong love of

the outdoors in the young people we serve.
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PROGRAM YEAR IN REVIEW 
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# of Program Days in 2019

# of Outings by Activity 



Black
47%

Multiracial
17%

White
14%

Hispanic
10%

Other
7%

11-13
68%

8-10
24%

14+
8%

PROGRAM DEMOGRAPHICS 
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Youth Ethnicity

Asian 
American

5%

Youth Age

Number of Youth Served

2018

2019

146 youth served

270 youth served

Total youth served = 416

Male
53%

Female
47%

Youth Gender 
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Below is a map depicting where the youth in our programs currently live.



92% felt respected by the adults
91% felt safe with the group
87% supported their friends and peers
87% enjoyed spending time outdoors
73% did something they did not think
they could do
72% got out of their comfort zones 
 

PROGRAM EVALUATION
& YOUTH VOICES 
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The following information comes directly from answers our youth gave on our unique post-outing
surveys, administered after every Elevate Youth adventure. We focus on three main elements: adult-
youth relationships, social and emotional learning, and comfort in the outdoor space. 

What the kids think... "The thing I like most about [Elevate Youth] is
going outside and doing things I haven't
done before. Like when we went rock
climbing, I was scared. I didn't know what to
do. But then I got up there and I was like,
wow I did it!" - Gabby, age 12
 
"Going hiking and kayaking this summer
was really fun. Going on these trips gave me
a chance to experience something I don't
often do." - Yerik, age 14
 
"I loved the silent hike. It was peaceful. And I
loved how I felt in the embrace of nature." 
- Sarah, age 11 
 
Check out our video to see for yourself!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c117dicdJEE


$5,000 +
Anonymous
 
$1,000 + 
Toni Griswold
Winston Macdonald
Robin Bose
Jack Griswold
Patrick & Jeannine Ryan
Lee Chertavian
Alex Ford
Molly Dewey
Jeremy Cusimano
Carol Griswold
Alex Griswold
 
500+
Jeffrey Killeen
Karie & Pete Hayes 
Elaine Chertavian
Joanna Vanden
Brendan Lough
Stephen Weiss
Joe & Mary Bianco
Wendy Griswold
 
$250 +
Linda Hannigan
Cricket Treanor
Matt Chisholm
Dave Bisceglia
Douglas Brody
James Hamilton
Venessa Kafka
Tiki Dipietro
Barbara Schweizer
Michael Regan
Ed Hallen
Bronwyn Lamont
Charles Burdette
Jonathan Hall

$100 + 
Scott Segel
Shaunda Lewis
Ben Jackson
Alex Bagdonas 
Tuck Welch 
Nevin Clay 
Nina Kornstein
Philip Smith
Terry Hackford
Jared Zissu
Ashley Wagner 
Andrew Willis 
James Toole
Jared Rapoport
Luke Allen
Helen Hockney
Teddy Lewis
Coley Parry
Judith Locke
Tim Fu
David Shapiro
Josephine Paladini
Alex Clark
Susan Gladstone
Nicole Gilbane
Lucy Saner
Maria Hamilton
Cluadia Hamilton
Elizabeth Chertavian
Ed Lawless
Belinda Rathbone
Frederic Kellogg
Eliza Rathbone
Sarah McAvoy
Alex Shukis
Shannon McDonough
Ryan Scott
Christine Alrich
Cynthia Hayes
Robert Phinney
 

Christine Alrich
Clifton P Alrich II
Margaret Sapir
Olivia Segarra
William Harlow
Colin Whooten
Robert Ford
Ryan Light
Dan Souza
Tim DiPietro
Doug Hills 
Lauren Constable
Kate Chapman
Martha Davis
Dan Fraser
Matthew Kurteson
John Murphy
Christian Melton
Dave Alvarado
 
$50 +
Erin Jackson
Michael Paladini
Raya Kaplan
Tiki Dipietro
Tony Stimpfel 
John Klopp
Caitlin McLaughlin
Kelsey Tenney 
Ellen Sukharevsky
Nick Jessee 
William Hollander 
Sam Kornstein
Scott Vane
Cheryl Alvarado 
Nancy Mugele
Erin Baumgartener
Elizabeth Welch

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Jossy Lee
Joel Hughes
Karen Star
Emily Molden
Robert Field
Brian Mohler
Charles Robinson
Olivia Segarra 
Matthew Ford
Cassandra Wolcott
Daniel Roche
Robert Socci
Caitlin Dee
Apurva Keneker 
J.P. McDermott 
Isabel Rodgers
Liz Harvey
Peter Wong
Britney Satterlee
Robert Hausman
Frederica Congleton
Patrick Michaud
Guy Van Syckle
Cynthia Guerard
Granvil Hills
Jared Jackson 
Dan Siegel 
Michael Saylor
Brian & Lindsay Mohler 
Allison Carswell 
Justin Ashmall
Nicole Davis
 
 
 
 
 
 



Under $50
Sidaulia Benson 
Valerie Kelly
Justin Ashmall
Liam McCain
Mark Mariski
Alison Hayes
Kara Arnold
John Ransdell
Lina Duarte
Chris Demond
Sarah Narcus
Charlotte Luckey
Cam Regan 
Gregory Andreola
Sam Woodbury
Mellisa LaPlant
Susan Simmons
Ginny Tang
Luca Sechi
Nina Birger
Marguerite Wincek
Will Morgan
Zachary Cohen
Connor Regan
Joe Gugino
Evan Pennington
Michael Ireland
Nicole Penner
Christopher McGinn
Shannon McDonough
Tom Robbins 
Jason Mahoney 
Emma Hamilton
Deborah Avery
Tim Reilly
Sydney Thomas
Dustin Devlin
Sarah Hudak
Jose Suazo
 

Peter Bent
Jessica Johnson
Cassidy Hark
Yael Langer
Marco Curnen
Melissa McWhinney
Stefanie Geurriero
Daniel Memieuz
Kara Arnold
Carolyn Payne
Amanda Alrich
Praveena Anandraj
Monica Martinez
Kelley Schroeder 
Montez Haywood 
Linsday Block
Tracy Drane
Eliza Halmo
Sewell Robinson
Joanna Vanden
Steve Schlauch
Carlene Ferreira
Kristen Barry
Linsday Mohler
Ann Roberts
Austin Walters 
Alec DeFronzo
Amy Cahn
Will Luckey
Marissa Heath
Ian Liphart
Addie Glazzard
Jeff Felis
Tom Gannon
Warren Samuels
Brent Bellamy
Anya Levendusky
Jackson Hall
Tara Costner
Rebecca Kell
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Fancy Hill Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Frederick E. Weber Charities 
Rockland Trust-Blue Hills
Charitable Foundation

Patagonia 
Arc'teryx
Paddle Boston
Save the Harbor/
Save the Bay
Piers Park Sailing
CorePower Yoga
Cheeky Fly Fishing 
Pogo Pike Fly Fishing 
Red Sox Foundation
Costa
Cisco Brewers 
Orvis Dedham
Simms 
HUK
11 11 Nantucket

Matt Jones Photography
Traeger Grills
YETI
Rising Tide Anglers
Soul Fly Outfitters
Boston Fishing Company
Sweetwater Beer
High Hook Winery
Poppins
North River Outfitter 
Boston ICA
PostFly 
Wingo Outdoors 
Wachusett Mountain
American Fly Fishing Museum
VAGRANTS
 

FOUNDATION, CORPORATE,

& IN-KIND SUPPORT
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Foundation In Kind

Corporate 

Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 
Democracy Brewing
Delta Dental of Rhode Island
Orvis Dedham
Eversource
Arc'teryx Boston
Why Knot Fishing
Cisco Brewers 
Alpine Apparel
Gen Con Inc.
Save the Harbor/Save the Bay

Thank you to our biggest donors of 2019...

Fancy Hill Foundation



OPERATING EXPENSES 

GAIN / LOSS FROM OPERATIONS

Program Expenses
Staff & Fringe Benefits
Overhead 
Total Expenses

Net Margin 

FOUNDATION, CORPORATE,

& IN-KIND SUPPORT
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January 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Earned Income
Individual Donations
Special Events
Corporate Support
Foundation Support 
Grants
Other Revenue
Total Revenue 
 

$49,307
$47,497
$27,762

$124,566

$1,000
$72,038

$6,398
$14,950
$25,300
$14,000

$1,395
$135,081

$10,516



THE ELEVATE YOUTH FAMILY
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Mary Tuck Welch
PRESIDENT
 
Shaunda Lewis
VICE PRESIDENT 
 
John Henry Murphy
TREASURER
 
Benjamin Jackson
CLERK
 
Alec Griswold
FOUNDER
 
Nicole Davis
BOARD CHAIR
 
Robin Bose
BOARD CHAIR

Board of Directors Development CommitteeOffice & Field Staff
Alec Griswold
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
 
Annie Hayes
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
 
Nick Chertavian
LEAD OUTDOOR INSTRUCTOR
 
Brian Hannigan
OUTDOOR INSTRUCTOR
 
Mia Stern
OUTDOOR INSTRUCTOR
 
 

Cam Regan
James Hamilton
Jonathan Kubert
Matt White
Allison Dillon
Lydia Zayas 
Julie Gehrig 
CT Ransdell

Community Partners 
Patagonia Boston
Patagonia Cambridge
Paddle Boston
Weston Ski Track
Backcountry Yoga
Blazing Saddles Equestrian Center
Wachusett Mountain
Piers Park Sailing Center
Rock Spot South Boston
Eastern Mountain Sports
Massachusetts DCR
 
Contact Us
89 South Street, Suite 203
Boston, MA 02111
(P) 857.995.8050
(E) alec@elevate-youth.org
 
Follow Along
(IG) @elevate.youth.boston
(T)   @elevateyouthbos
(F)   elevateyouthboston
(LI)  elevateyouthoutdoors
 
www.elevateyouthoutdoors.org
 


